
     Election season is in full swing in Ohio.
 Candidates are criss-crossing the state,
speaking to groups large and small, rallying
the faithful and reaching out to Independents
and fence-sitters alike. Debates are being
discussed, records are being disputed. And
campaign ad writers are cranking up the
rhetoric in advance of the many state-wide
showdowns on November 2. As is now
regularly the case, the proceedings in Ohio
are garnering national attention. Pollsters
are keeping close tabs on the races for

Governor, U.S. Senator, Attorney General and others. The national
media is traveling the campaign trail in Ohio, gauging the mood of
voters here and guessing what it means nationwide to the major
parties. Radio, TV and online pundits are also keeping a close eye
on key Ohio races.
     OCTA staff is traveling the state too. We’re meeting with
candidates for the Ohio General Assembly – some in Columbus,
many in their own districts. Our mission is to provide background
on the cable industry in Ohio – its impact on Ohio’s economy and
workforce (see box), its contributions to local communities, and our
position on issues that are important to the current and future
businesses of the cable telecommunications industry.
     In this election season, we encourage OCTA members to also
be active participants in the process. Get to know the candidates in
your area. Learn about their positions on issues that are important
to your success as cable operators, as well as important to you as an
individual (see page 5 for a listing of Internet voter resources). Meet
with them if you can and, when you talk with them, impress upon
them the importance of maintaining communications not just with
potential voters, but also with constituents should they win the honor
of representing you in Columbus or in the nation’s capital.
     It’s been said that politics is not a spectator sport. And, while
some may call this the “silly season” or bemoan the vitriol that too
often replaces reasonable discussion of the issues confronting Ohio
and the country, the fact is that elections count. Once the ballots
are tallied, the dust has settled, and the swearing-in ceremonies are
celebrated, these elected officials will turn to the sober work of
governing. If we want to have a voice in that government, now is
the time to speak, through our actions and with our votes.

  Jonathon McGee
 Executive Director





     The PUCO amended its rules to eliminate a long-standing exemption
from the safety regulation of commercial motor vehicles operating in intrastate
commerce on a not-for-hire basis. By eliminating this exemption, vehicles
weighing between 10,001 pounds and 26,000 pounds are now subject to
the PUCO’s jurisdiction. (Prior to this change, the rule only applied to
vehicles over 26,000 pounds.) The removal of this exemption brought
hundreds of cable vehicles, and thousands of others’ vehicles, under the
PUCO’s regulation. Many affected parties, including the cable and utility
industries, were not properly notified of this change, nor were the parties
given an opportunity to comment on the new rules before their implementation.
     The OCTA is concerned with the new rules as the following areas of
regulation are added to compliance obligations for “not-for-hire” vehicles
(hauling their own property in trucks or on tractor trailers), operating
intrastate, with a gross vehicle weight rating of between 10,001 pounds and
26,000 pounds: driver qualifications; safe driving and operation of commercial
motor vehicles, required vehicle parts and accessories; hours of service and
log books, and vehicle maintenance and repair, among others.  These additional
regulations could add significant paperwork and costs to system operations.
     In an Entry dated June 9, 2010, the PUCO indicated that it would not
assess penalties under the new rules until January 1, 2011, to allow time for
the PUCO to educate those impacted. After the OCTA and several other
interested parties requested that the PUCO afford an opportunity for them
to comment on the new rules during this hiatus, the PUCO opened a short
period for comment on this change.
     The OCTA worked with its members and their fleet management staffs
to prepare comments on the new rules, which were filed along with comments
from the utility and other industries, on September 21, 2010, arguing that
the PUCO does not have the legal authority to impose these unduly
burdensome new rules. We expect the PUCO to rule in the near future and
we will update you on its decision.
     These filings may be viewed at: http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/CaseRecord.aspx?
CaseNo=09-223&x=7&y=11.

     In June of this year, the Ohio General Assembly enacted, and Governor
Ted Strickland signed, S. B. 162 (effective September 13, 2010). This
legislation further deregulated incumbent local exchange carriers and made
other changes to telecommunication regulation in Ohio. As part of this
legislation, the PUCO was authorized to adopt rules to implement its
provisions. The PUCO recently released proposed rules implementing S. B.
162 and opened a comment period. The OCTA worked with our board and
a committee of our members’ regulatory experts to analyze the proposed
rules and to develop comments. Our initial comments were filed on August
30th. We are now in the process of analyzing other parties’ comments to the
rules and preparing reply comments for those rules. Reply comments are due
on September 30, 2010. The PUCO is required to have these rules promul-
gated by mid-January. The OCTA will continue to monitor this rule making
docket and work with our members to represent the cable industry’s interests
in this matter.
     These filings may be viewed at: http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/CaseRecord.aspx?
CaseNo=10-1010&x=11&y=6.

     The PUCO will conduct a “rules technical conference” to educate
those impacted by the above-noted change to motor vehicle rules. The
technical conference will be held on Tuesday, October 19 at 9 a.m. at the
offices of the PUCO at 180 E. Broad Street, Columbus, in Hearing
Room 11B. The conference will also be Webcast live on the PUCO Web
site at www.PUCO.ohio.gov. Additional information on the new safety
rules is available in the motor carrier section of the PUCO Web site.
     While we are hopeful that the PUCO will agree with the argument
that it lacks authority to adopt these new rules and rescind them, until
the PUCO decides we suggest that OCTA members proceed as if they
will be enforced beginning on January 1, 2011, and participate in the
“rules technical conference.”



network’s social media offerings and special resources available for civics
teachers and their students, including the C-SPAN Video Library’s content.
     Also launched in 2010 by C-SPAN Networks, the C-SPAN Video Library
is a free, searchable, online collection of every C-SPAN program that has
aired since 1987. The archives include more than 160,000 hours of searchable
digital network video that is easily clipped and shared courtesy of a flash
player. A comprehensive search engine allows users to search by name,
keyword, date, location and more, enhancing the library’s value for historical,
educational, research and archival applications. In September, C-SPAN’s
Video Library was awarded the Golden Beacon, the Association of Cable
Communicators’ highest honor.
     For more information on the C-SPAN Video Library, visit www.c-span
video.org/videoLibrary/ For more information on the C-SPAN Digital bus,
visit www.c-span.org/Bus/community.aspx

    C-SPAN brought its “Digital Bus” to Ohio in August as part of a national
tour to promote the network’s public-affairs resources. In Columbus, the
bus visited the Ohio Statehouse. From there it traveled to Kettering for stops
at the Kettering Rotary Club and the Archbishop Alter High School and to
Cincinnati for a visit to the Cincinnati Museum Center. Time Warner Cable’s
Mid-Ohio Division and Southwest Division partnered with C-SPAN to
sponsor the visits; in Columbus OCTA staff was on hand to welcome
legislative staffers and media touring the bus.
     Launched in June 2010, C-SPAN’s new customized coach demonstrates
the cable television industry’s public-service partnership with citizens by
engaging visitors of all ages through interactive multimedia. Digital Bus
visitors can experience C-SPAN’s unique public affairs content across high-
tech platforms such as HD-TV, the Internet, and radio, encouraging customers
to follow “Washington, your way.” Hands-on demonstrations showcase the






